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U.S. Orders
Soviet Cut
At U.N.

Staff Reduction
Laid to Continued

Espionage Activities

By Michael J. Berlin
Special to The Washington Post

UNITED NATIONS, March 7—
The United States ordered the So-

viet Union today to reduce its staff
at its U.N. missions sharply auring

the next two vears, charging that
they have habituall i

“wrongful” acts, “including _espio-

e,

Eﬁe order, which U.S. officials
acknowledged was unprecedented,
requires the Soviets to cut their
diplomats and staff, who now total
275-by far the largest number of
any country at the United Na-
tions—to 170 by April 1988.

“The U.S. government has long
been concerned about the unrea-
sonably large size of the Soviet mis-
sion,” the American statement said.
Despite earlier warnings, it said,
“Soviet U.N. missions have contin-
ued to engage in activities unrelat-
ed to U.N. business, including es-
pionage.”

There was no immediate Soviet

reaction to the announcement, but
the U.S. statement said the decision
“need not have a negative impact on
bilateral relations.”
" “We're not saying it won't have
an impact,” one American at the
United Nations said, “just that it
need not, because it is tatally jus-
tifigble.” U.S. spokesmen here said
it was not inconsistent with Amer-
ican obligations as the host of the
United Nations or with internation-
al law.

The unexpected announcement
comes as U.S.-Soviet relations ap-
peared to be cooling from the
wartth generated by the summit
meéting in Geneva last November
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Jbetween President Reagan and So-
-viet leader Mikhail Gorbachev.
While the two had agreed in Ge-
neva to an exchange of visits to
eacli other’s capitals this year and
next, they have been unable since
to agree on a date for the initial vis-
i iGorbachev to Washington. In
sharp language on Wednesday, Rea-
gan gaid that if the Gorbachev trip

is not satisfactorily arranged, he
would not go to Moscow next year,

Today’s U.S. directive affects
diplomats and staffs of the Soviet
mission and also those of the
Ukraine and Byelorussia, two So-
viet republics that were given sep-
arate seats under a 1945 agree-
ment as a compromise measure to
ease Moscow’s fear of isolation,

The combined Soviet delegation
is more than twice as large as ei-
ther of the next two—those of the
United States, which has 126, and
China, which has 116.

U.S. officials said there was no
particular reason for the timing of
the move and that it was not a re-
sponse to immediate security

" needs.

They said the last public accysa-
tion of espionage against a Soviet
U.N. diplomat came in 1983, and
although investigations are pending
on Soviets who “continue to engage
in clandestine activities,” they were
not the motive for today’s action.

The announcement came with
awkward timing for Moscow. The
Soviet Communist Party has just
completed its congress, and the So-
viet embassies in both Washington
and the United Nations are headed
temporarily by low-level officials as
they await the appointment of new
ambassadors.

U.S. Ambassador Herbert Okun
called on the Soviet deputy repre-
sentative here, Vasiliy Safronchuk,
this morning to break the news in
what U.S. spokesmen characterized
as a “serious and sober discussion of
the matter.”

One American reported that
Safronchuk listened stonily and did
not react. Junior-level Soviet dip-
lomats at the United Nations said
they were aware of the edict, but
they refused to offer any reaction.

U.N. Secretary General Javier
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Perez de Cuellar, who was also in-
formed by Okun, said only that his
legal counsel was studying the issue
to see whether it conformed to
agreements governing U.S. respon-
sibilities as host country to the
United Nations.

The United States contended
that neither the 1947 Headquarters
Agreement between the United
Nations and the United States nor
other international treaties deal
explicitly with the size of diplomatic
missions but that they do give the
host country the right to protect its
security.

Washington has long contended

that a high proportion of diplomats
and U.N. staff members from the

Soviet Bloc are espionage profes-
sionals. Arkady Shevchenko, a So-
viet diplomat who delected to the
United States while serving .as a
U.N. undersecretary, has estimafed
that more than one-third do at least
some spying.

The United States has long re-

stricted Soviet diplomats to a 25-
mile radius of New York City, and
last year it extended that ban to
U.N. staffers from the Soviet Umon
and seven other countries.

Even after the cuts ordered to-

day, the U.S. statement said, the'

Soviet

mission—which includes

support staff ranging from dtivers

to security officers—will remain
the largest of any country at the
United Nations and will suffice for
diplomatic business, “given an ob-
jective assessment” of staffing
needs.

If Moscow rejects the edict, the

U.S. statement said, “we will only’
issue visas up to the permitted ceil-'

ing.”

U.S. officials added that no sim-'
ilar cutback was envisioned for oth-
er missions, but they warned that if
Soviet allies suddenly increased
their staffs to compensate for the
Soviet cuts, they could be subjected
to the same rules.
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